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Obeying the Gospel – December 22

A Victory Given by God
But thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:57

G

ratitude is one of the major motifs that we hear in the great symphony of the gospel of Christ. The apostle Paul,
for example, uses the expression “thanks be to God” six times in his letters. And he uses it in 1 Corinthians 15:57 as he reaches
the climax of his magnificent discussion of the resurrection of Christ.
Victory is a powerful word, but it is exactly the right word to describe what the gospel is about. Succumbing to sin, we were defeated
by Satan, and eternal death was the result. But God entered the world in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, died a vicarious death, and
was then raised on the third day, defeating death, the worst weapon of the enemy.
“Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the
power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death
were subject to lifelong slavery” (Hebrews 2:14,15).
In 1 Corinthians 15:57, Paul is very clear: it is “through our Lord Jesus Christ”
that the victory has been given. This echoes the statement of Peter in Acts 4:12,
where, speaking of Christ, he said, “And there is salvation in no one else, for there
is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
But going back to Paul’s emphasis on gratitude, he said that it is God “who gives us
the victory.” Salvation from sin is not a gift granted universally and unconditionally to all of mankind, without regard to how people
respond or don’t respond to the gospel. It was God’s decision to limit the gift to those who would respond according to certain conditions that He set (Acts 2:37,38). Nevertheless, the gift is still a gift, and it is one given by God. When we were hopelessly defeated,
God stepped in and won the victory for us.
We should never become so familiar with the gospel that we underestimate what God has done in Christ. Our salvation from sin is a
gift much greater than mere survival, and to enjoy eternity with God is to do more than just get by. It will be the enjoyment of nothing less than the glorious triumph of God Himself.
God wants us to be victors, not victims; to grow, not grovel;
to soar, not sink; to overcome, not to be overwhelmed.
W i l l i a m A r t h u r Wa r d

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1.

In the NT, the hope of eternal life was seen as the main part of God’s victory for us (Hebrews 2:14,15). Do you agree that
modern Christianity has switched the emphasis from eternity with God to a better life in the here and now?

2.

Christ has delivered those who “through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery” (Hebrews 2:15). Do you see signs that
we, as Christians, sometimes still think of death as non-Christians do? Does our perspective need to change?

3.

Is hope a feeling, a mood, an attitude, or what? How should we deal with it when we’re not “feeling hopeful” emotionally?

4.

The Lord’s Supper should remind us of the hope made possible for us by God’s victory. What thoughts and passages of Scripture can we focus on during the Lord’s Supper in order to build our hope and courage for the week ahead?
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Obeying the Gospel – November 22

O to Be Like Thee!
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be
has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall
be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who
thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.
1 John 3:2,3

I

n His dealings with us, God has a great goal. It is not merely to rescue us but to reform us. For all who will accept His plan,
God intends to repair the damage sin has done to our character and make us into nothing less than perfect reproductions of His
gloriously perfect Son: “Those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might
be the firstborn among many brothers” (Romans 8:29). Making this possible is
why Christ died for us. And whatever secondary or intermediate blessings may be
involved, we ought never to lose sight of what God is really after: our likeness to
Jesus Christ, His Son.
We see this in the life-choices of Paul. He wanted to be like Christ in everything,
even in suffering: “That I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and
may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead” (Philippians 3:10,11).
Today, we would do well to ponder the advice of the 18th-century Anglican,
William Law, who said, “From morning to night keep Jesus in your heart, long
for nothing, desire nothing, hope for nothing, but to have all that is within you changed into the spirit and temper of the Holy Jesus.”
If this is not a driving force within us, we are settling for something less than the gospel of Christ.

To the Christians in Corinth, Paul wrote, “We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from one degree of glory to another” (2 Corinthians 3:18). Far more than comfortable circumstances or emotional inspiration, to be conformed to the virtues of Christ’s character is what we want — at any cost. And not only is this our highest hope;
it must be the goal we pursue more actively and energetically than any other. What did John say in our beginning text? “Everyone who
thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”
O to be like Thee! blessed Redeemer;
This is my constant longing and pray’r;
Gladly I’ll forfeit all of earth’s treasures,
Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear.
Th o m as O. C h i s h o l m

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1.

John said, “Everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure” (1 John 3:3). Discuss practical ways that our hope
can produce greater purity in our daily lives.

2.

Do you think we need to study the “gospels” (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) more than we do? What are the parts of Jesus’
example that you find hardest to emulate?

3.

Is being perfectly conformed to Christ’s character the thing that you most look forward to about heaven? How passionate are
you in pursuing that goal in the here and now?
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Obeying the Gospel – September 25

Longing to Put On Our Heavenly Dwelling
For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling.
2 Corinthians 5:1,2

H

eaven is a topic the Christian finds it impossible to be indifferent about. If he accepts the account of the gospel given
in the New Testament, it is a subject he is intensely interested in, because he realizes that eternity with God is what the gospel is
primarily about. It’s the reason he became a Christian in the first place, and without that hope, the gospel is a cruel fraud.
Paul spoke of our physical bodies as a “tent” or “tabernacle,” which is a temporary dwelling. And knowing (as we all do in our more
honest moments) that this life is hard and heartbreaking, he said, “In this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling.” He
looked forward to eternity with a longing that he described as “groaning.” Paul
had more than a mild interest in heaven.
Just a few verses later, he said that “while we are at home in the body we are away
from the Lord” (v.6). While Paul was obviously willing to stay in this world and
work as an evangelist as long as the Lord wanted him to, he did not hesitate to say
what his preference was: “Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be
away from the body and at home with the Lord” (v.8). As he put it in his letter to
the Philippians, “My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better”
(Philippians 1:23).
For one thing, our lives in this world wear us out. We grow weary. If we’re as
busy as we ought to be, we become “exhausted” in the sense of being “drained”
or “depleted.” So one reason the Christian looks forward to heaven so longingly is that it is the rest God has prepared for His people.
In the visions which John recorded in Revelation, he said, “And I heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Write this: Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord from now on.’ ‘Blessed indeed,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!’”
(Revelation 14:13).
Until we “put on our heavenly dwelling,” however, we press toward the goal (Philippians 3:14). God helped Israel through the wilderness, and He will help us also. If the journey is hard, that will just make our home all the sweeter when we get there.
The Promised Land always lies on the other side of a wilderness.
H av e l o c k E l l i s

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1.

Discuss how the Christian’s contentment (Philippians 4:11) is compatible with his groaning for heaven (2 Corinthians 5:2).
In an affluent society, which extreme is the Christian more likely to go to: being too content with this world or groaning too
much for heaven?

2.

Do you agree with the statement that “eternity with God is what the gospel is primarily about.” Is this the part of the gospel
that we emphasize in our teaching and preaching today?

3.

Paul said, “My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better” (Philippians 1:23). Is this the way all Christians
should think or is this outlook limited mainly to old age, difficult circumstances, etc.?

Gary Henry — WordPoints.com + AreYouaChristian.com

–5–

Obeying the Gospel – November 3

Henceforth
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day,
and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
2 Timothy 4:7,8

A

curious thing happens as the years go by and we grow older in Christ. Toward life’s end, we grow weary; the body
deteriorates and the toll taken by the struggles of life can no longer be ignored. But at the same time, we become more excited
and enthusiastic. The thought that we’re getting close to the goal for which we’ve
always lived fills us with a zest that simply can’t be experienced any earlier in
life. With each passing day, Paul’s words become ever more real to us: “Though
our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day”
(2 Corinthians 4:16).
Paul was getting close to the end of his life when he wrote the words we find in
2 Timothy 4:7,8. Meditate with me on the phrases in this text. They tell us much
about what life in Christ is about.

Fought the good fight. Our adversary, Satan, will make our path to heaven as
hard as he can make it. He cannot separate us from God against our will (John
10:28,29; 16:33), but Jesus Himself said that the way would be hard (Matthew 7:14). In this world, there happens to be a war going
on, and we need to be able to say, as we come to the end of life, that we have fought the good fight.
Finished the race. If life is a war, it’s also a race. Unless we die when we’re young, it will be a long race, one in which we’ll often be
tempted to give up and quit running. Lately, I have found myself saying almost every day, “Feet, don’t fail me now.”
Kept the faith. Of all the things Paul could have said, this is the grandest. To be able to utter these words as we come down to the
end is, in a sense, the principal goal in life. To say that we have “kept the faith” does not mean that we never betrayed the Lord. It
means that when we saw that we had betrayed Him, we sought His forgiveness, got back on our feet, and kept striving forward.
“Henceforth,” Paul wrote, “there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness.” It is only the rugged who will receive this crown, those
who have fought and run and been tested in the fire.
The devil tempts that he may ruin;
God tests that he may crown.
Ambrose

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1.

What advantages do older Christians have in regard to the hope contained in the gospel? What disadvantages?

2.

In the body of Christ, our older members may be weary of life’s struggle and need our encouragement more than when they
were young. Do you think we neglect to minister to the aged? What are some ways we be of help to congregations that are on
the downside of their life cycle and are made up primarily of older Christians?

3.

In your own life, what evidence is there that your “outer self is wasting away”? Is your “inner self being renewed day by day”?
What practical steps should you be taking in regard to the inner self and the outer self?
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Obeying the Gospel – June 19

That Where I Am You May Be Also
Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.
John 14:1-3

I

t is extremely encouraging for us to read of the depth of Jesus’ concern for His disciples. As He came down to the
bitter end of His life, even on the night before He knew He would be crucified the next day, His concern was for them — to comfort them, reassure them, and establish hope in their hearts. In the Gospel of John, we hear Him saying, “You have sorrow now, but I
will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from
you” (John 16:22). And, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the
world” (16:33).
So in our text in John 14:1, we find the familiar words, “Let not your hearts be
troubled.” But what idea did He want them to be encouraged by? He wanted them
to keep in mind that, although He would be leaving, He would come back and take
them to His eternal abode. “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also” (v.3).
This is the hope that lies at the heart of the gospel of Christ. Having responded
obediently to the gospel and been reconciled to God, we can anticipate the time when our Lord will return for us. And when He does,
He will take us to be with Him forevermore.
Whatever imagery may be used to portray eternity with God, this should be the aspect of it that moves us most deeply: we will be
with God. Having lived all our lives in this broken world, frustrated by our inability to have direct, face-to-face access to our Father,
imagine what it will be like to actually be with Him!
To be with God where He is, of course, will require the removal of the imperfections that remain within us at present: the sinful
attitudes, ungodly habits, and broken relationships. We will need to be, as one of my favorite songs says, “mended and whole.” But
therein will lie the joy of heaven. Our relationship with God, our Heavenly Father, will have been perfected — and sin will no longer
interfere with the exchange of love between us and Him!
Where imperfection ceaseth, heaven begins.
Philip James Bailey

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1.

Describe how it makes you feel to hear Jesus say, “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, that where I am you may be also.”

2.

Look up the lyrics of the hymn “Face to Face with Christ, My Savior.” What emotions are stirred in you by that song?

3.

What are the things that hinder our present relationship with God, even after we’ve become Christians? What aspects of your
character right now will have to be changed in order for you to have a perfect relationship with God in heaven? What does
the prospect of being “mended and whole” mean to you?
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